MINUTES OF 7th MEETING OF THE BENTWORTH PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
(BPNP) STEERING COMMITTEE, HELD AT 19.30 ON 11 MAY 2016 AT THE WHITE
HOUSE
Present
Boyd McCleary (BMcC), Dave Hutley (DHu), Alasdair Pepper (AP), Veronica Parker (VP),
Debbie Rhodes (DR), Nicholas Branch (NB)
Apologies
Colin Brooks (CB), David Hawes (DHa)
No

Points Noted/Agreed

1.

Minutes of the meeting of the Steering Committee on
27.04.16 approved. To be circulated to all members and
observers, and put into Dropbox.
Communication:
• We noted that all minutes of the Steering
Committee and the Interim Steering Group had now
been published on the Neighbourhood Plan section
of the Parish Council website.
• We agreed that DHu would have a word with Toby
Stevens about how Neighbourhood Plan
information might be better presented on the
website.
• BMcC reported that he had sent an update on the
work of the Steering Committee to “The Villager”
for inclusion in the next issue.
• We agreed that DHu should propose a
letterhead/logo for the Benworth Neighbourhood
Plan
Charter: We noted that the Charter had been formally
approved by the Parish Council at its meeting on 3 May. It
would now need to be scanned and put on the
Neighbourhood Plan section of the Parish Council website.
Application for Funding for Consultants: BMcC said that
he had written to the Clerk to the Parish Council, thanking
her for her support. He noted that the Clerk had now
shared with us the letter from the Department for
Communities and Local Government confirming that our
bid for grant had been successful. We had been allocated
an initial tranche of £2,800, subject to certain conditions. It
was agreed that NB would liaise with the Clerk to the
Parish Council about acceptance of the grant and to ensure
that the conditions were met, notably with regard to
record-keeping.
Appointing Consultants: We approved a revised version
of the draft brief for consultants and agreed that DR should
finalise this and issue it to at least three consultants ASAP.
We should hopefully be in a position to appoint consultants
by mid July.
Status of Steering Committee and Insurance: AP

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Action
With

Timeline

BMcC
DHu

16/5/16
20/5/16

DHu

25/5/16

DHu

25/5/16

CB

25/5/16

NB

DR

25/5/16

reported that the insurers had provided a quote for
insurance cover to be provided for the Steering Committee.
This was for £164.25.
We agreed:
• to accept this quote subject to AP checking that
there was sufficient cover for legal fees
• that, provided we were satisfied in relation to legal
fees, BMcC should write to the insurance brokers
accepting the quote
• that BMcC should contact DHa to ensure that the
Parish Council paid the £164.25 for the premium
(having already allocated up to £3,000 for the work
on the Neighbourhood Plan)

7.

8.

AP

13/5/16

BMcC

20/5/16

BMcC

20/5/16

We noted that we should make clear in future
communication with parishioners that the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Committee was not a sub-committee of the
Parish Council.
EHDC Local Plan Part 3 Consultation: We noted that our
attention had been drawn to the fact that the Local Plan
Part3 had been put out to consultation, with a deadline of
16 May. We concluded that this was essentially an early
stage of the process and that there was nothing we could
usefully add. We agreed therefore not to offer any
comments for now. But we reserved the right to comment
at a later stage.
Neighbourhood Plan: NB reported that he had been
advised by EHDC that Westbourne Neighbourhood Plan
was a good model for us. We noted that Westbourne was
larger and more suburban than Bentworth. We also noted
that this Plan had not yet gone to the Examiner and could
thus still be subject to significant change. However, we
acknowledged that – unlike the Bentley Plan - Westbourne

had been required to comment on a number of SHLAA
sites. So the Westbourne Plan, taken together with the
Bentely Plan and others in the immediate vicinity
could provide useful role models for Bentworth.
We agreed that:
• NB would find the contact person in
NB
Westbourne, so that we could obtain details of
their questionnaire
• We would set up a sub-committee to start
VP
drafting a questionnaire for Bentworth. VP
and DHu agreed to serve on this subcommittee with VP as Convenor; papers also to
be shared with BMcC
• We would set up a second sub-committee to
AP
start preparing the basic factual information
for the Bentworth Neighourhood Plan. AP and
DR agreed to serve on this sub-committee with

31/5/16

•

AP as Convenor; papers also to be copied to
BMcC
Both sub-committees should aim to report
back by end June.

We noted that we had still not received the EHDC’s
Traffic Light system for the evaluation of sites. NB to
chase.
We agreed that we were likely to need more
volunteers to help with the work on the
Neighbourhood Plan. We agreed that all members of
the Sub-Committee would think of persons who might
be suitable.
9.

10.

Housing Needs Survey: DR advised that she thought we
should have a Housing Needs Survey done by Action
Hampshire. This would be done for free. We agreed that
she should bring a proposal to the next meeting.
Next two meetings of the Steering Committee:
• 7:30pm on 1//6/16 at the White House
• 7:30 on 20/6/16 at BMcC’s home
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