MINUTES OF 31st MEETING OF THE BENTWORTH PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (BPNP) STEERING
COMMITTEE, HELD AT 19.45 ON 20th DECEMBER 2017 AT DAVID HAWES’ HOUSE
Present: Boyd McCleary (BMcC), Alasdair Pepper (AP), Dave Hutley (DHu), David Hawes (DHa),
Veronica Parker (VP), Debbie Rhodes (DR)
Apologies: Nicholas Branch (NB), Colin Brooks (CB)

No

Points Noted/Agreed

1.

Minutes
• We approved the minutes of the meeting of the Steering
Committee on 21.11.17. To be circulated to all members and
observers and placed on the Parish Council website.
Website
• We noted that all the outstanding material had been
uploaded onto the website in advance of the Public Meeting.
Following the Public Meeting, we now needed to update the
website.
Site Selection
• We noted that BMcC had spoken to the owner of BTW001
before the Public Meeting and had advised members of the
Steering Committee of his position.
• We noted that, in the margins of and since the Public
Meeting, the owner of BTW002 had been in touch with a
member of the Committee and agreed that we should speak
to him and to any other owners who approached us.
• We agreed that, in the light of comments from parishioners
concerning the relative tightness of BTW002, we should invite
the owner of this site to let us have his thoughts on carparking, wheelie bins and sewage.
Public Meeting
• We welcomed the strong attendance by parishioners at the
th
Public Meeting on 28 November. Some 120 persons had
attended.
• We noted that there had been a positive response from
parishioners to the material provided before and at the Public
meeting.
• BMcC reported that he, with support from other members of
the Committee, had prepared a draft note of the Questions
raised and Answers given at the meeting. We agreed that
BMcC should circulate this to all members of the Committee
for approval. This should then be placed on the website,
together with a copy of the remarks by BMcC and DHa.
Expressions of Preference Forms
• We noted that 145 Expressions of Preference forms had been
issued on the evening and that a further 45 forms had been
handed out subsequently to parishioners who had been
unable to attend the meeting.
• We noted that 165 parishioners had returned their
th
Expressions of Preference form by the deadline of 8
December. This was further welcome evidence of
engagement by the community.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Action

Timeline

BMcC

31/12/17

BMcC/DHu

15/01/18

BMcC

31/11/17

BMcC/DHu

31/11/17

We noted that a preliminary analysis of the forms indicated:
o overwhelming support for one site rather than two
o overwhelming support for affordable housing
o a preference for three sites, with the strongest
support for BTW002, followed by BTW001 and
BTW003
o little or no support for sites BTW004, BTW005 and
BTW006a
• We noted that the strongest support was for BTW002, with
many parishioners commenting that it was on a stretch of
road, which could easily accommodate increased traffic and
that pedestrian access to main facilities was good. It was also
likely to mean less traffic through the centre of the village.
Some respondents expressed concern about access to a busy
road, near a junction.
• We noted that there was also significant support for BTW001,
perhaps because parishioners were aware that it had already
been allocated in the Parish Plan. But many respondents had
voiced serious concerns about the narrowness of Church
Street (which was inconsistent with the aspiration to relieve
congestion around the school) and the negative impact on
the health and safety of schoolchildren. Parishioners
appeared to feel very strongly about these issues.
• We noted that there was support for BTW003, but that
parishioners had not offered a great deal of comment. Some
felt that this site would cause less traffic through the village.
But several respondents had indicated that choosing such a
large site could lead to development creep.
• We noted that there was a risk, if we were to consider
allocating a site other than BTW001, of development of a
total of more than 12 dwellings taking place on more than
one site. This would not be consistent with parishioners’
preferences.
• We agreed to complete the analysis of the Expressions of
Preference forms and discuss the results further at the next
meeting.
• Meanwhile, we agreed to seek the views of the school
leadership on the relative merits of the various sites and in
particular the comments about health and safety of
schoolchildren.
• We also agreed to consult EHDC further, including on the
issue of sewerage, on which one parishioner had raised
concerns.
Sub-committees on Policies
• We noted we had received comments on the draft policies
from EHDC and Planet. A number of parishioners had also
commented on policies at the meeting, in their Expression of
Preferences form and/or in emails to the Committee.
• We agreed that the sub-committee now needed to consider
this further input and report back. They also needed to start
focusing on the evidence required to complete the
Neighbourhood Plan.
• We agreed that we should consider whether there was a case
for revising the Settlement Policy Boundary. We noted that
EHDC had provided some guidance on this and agreed that
BMcC should circulate this.
Sub-committee on Narrative
•

6.

7.

BMcC/CB/DHu

15/01/18

BMcC

08/01/18

BMcC
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DR

08/01/18

BMcC
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We agreed that the sub-committee on narrative should meet
ASAP to take forward work on this part of the Neighbourhood
Plan.
Green Spaces
• BMcC reported that, in the light of Henry Berens’ objections,
he had written to the lawyer representing Mr Berens stating
our intention to withdraw a proposed policy to protect the
Cricket Ground.
Budget
• BMcC reported that the Clerk to the Parish Council had
advised that the money which she had returned to the
Department for Communities and Local Government, and for
which she was re-applying, had to be spent by July 2018.
• We noted that NB had been in touch with the Clerk about the
timetable for the Neighbourhood Plan and believed that the
bulk, if not all, of outstanding expenditure should fall by July
2018.
• We agreed that NB should draw up a proposed set of
Milestones for the remainder of the Neighbourhood Plan
period. The committee should discuss this at our next
meeting.
Invoices
• We approved the invoices from Stand 4 for £31.25 for
printing in connection with the Public Meeting and for
£822.00 for Planet’s services in November.
• We agreed that these invoices would be passed to the Clerk
to the Parish Council for payment.
Communications
• We noted that BMcC had thanked parishioners for attending
the Public Meeting through an email circulated by John
Stockdale and through an article written for the January issue
of “The Villager”. These communications had corrected an
error in respect of site BTW006a and had also invited further
comments on the draft policies.
Next Meeting
th
• We agreed to hold our next meeting at 7:45 on 10 January
2018 at Debbie Rhodes’ House.
•
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